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William D. Ruckelshaus is currently a Strategic Director in the Madrona Venture Group, formed 
in 1999 and a principal in Madrona Investment Group, L.L.C. (MIG), a Seattle based investment 

company, formed in 1996.  He was Chairman/CEO of Browning-Ferris Industries from 1988 to 1995 

and Chairman from 1995 to 1999.  

Born in Indianapolis, Indiana on July 24, 1932, Mr. Ruckelshaus graduated cum laude from 

Princeton University in 1957 with a Bachelor of Arts degree and obtained his law degree from 

Harvard University in 1960.   He began a career in law with the Indianapolis firm of Ruckelshaus, 

Bobbitt and O’Connor in 1960 and was associated with the firm for eight years.  In addition, he was 

Deputy Attorney General of Indiana from 1960 through 1965.  He was a member of the Indiana 

House of Representatives and its majority leader from 1967 to 1969.  The President appointed him 

for the years 1969 and 1970 as Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Civil Division for the 

U.S. Department of Justice.

Mr. Ruckelshaus became the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s first Administrator 

when the agency was formed in December 1970, where he served until April 1973. In April 1973 

he was appointed acting Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and in the same year was 

appointed Deputy Attorney General of the United States Department of Justice.

From 1974 through 1976, Mr. Ruckelshaus was a senior partner in the Washington, DC law firm of 

Ruckelshaus Beveridge & Fairbanks.   He joined Weyerhaeuser Company in Tacoma, Washington 

as Senior Vice President for Law and Corporate Affairs from 1976 to 1983 and was responsible 

for policy setting and coordination of the company’s key external relationships and its legal 

service functions.  In 1983, Mr. Ruckelshaus was appointed by President Reagan as the fifth EPA 

Administrator until 1985.  He served until joining Perkins Coie in 1985, a Seattle based law firm.

Currently, he is Chairman of the Board of Isilon Systems and on the board of TVW.  From July 

1997 to July 1998, President Clinton appointed him as the U.S. envoy in the implementing of the 

Pacific Salmon Treaty and in 1999 he was appointed by Governor Gary Locke as the Chairman 

of the Salmon Recovery Funding Board for the State of Washington and in May, 2007 appointed 

by Governor Christine Gregoire as Chairman of the Leadership Council of the Puget Sound 

Partnership. On June, 2001, he was appointed by President Bush as a member of the Commission 

on Ocean Policy which was created by Congress in 2000.  

He currently serves on the Board of numerous profit and non for profit organizations.  

Mr. Ruckelshaus and his wife, Jill, reside in Seattle, Washington.  They have five children and 12 

grandchildren.


